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Media Deconstruction Task: Analyzing Representations in Film/Television
ENG4C: Unit 3 - Media Studies

Step 1:
Chosen Demographic: Racial Communities
Chosen Film/Television show: Family Guy: Season 14, Episode 20 Road to India
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	[bookmark: _qjkdilkrz6u4][bookmark: _qw41pkwwxc7y]A) ANALYZING REPRESENTATION:

	1. How many characters in the show are members of the group/demographic you have chosen? 
There are several characters who are members of the Indian community but the focus is on Padma, a tech support and her family.

	2. Are the characters of that demographic main characters in the storyline or are they limited to minor/supporting roles?
Padma who is from the Indian community is one of the main character in the episode.

	3. How does the film/show maintain certain stereotypes about this group? Explain/provide specific examples. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The episode maintains the stereotypes of the Indian community by showcasing Stewie dressed and drawn as Gandhi. Besides, Padma maintains the accent of people from the Indian community. By just hearing her accent, Bryan assumes Padma is in India.

	4. How does the film/show challenge typical stereotypes of this group?  Explain/provide examples.
The film challenges the typical stereotypes of the Indian community when Padma abandons the arranged marriage with the excuse that she wants to love the person she loves. Padma’s family, especially her father, becomes upset but Bryan promises to pay back the dowry that Padma’s father had paid to the family Dhiraj, the husband to be.
Stewie also challenges the stereotypes of most Indians in the United States being doctors by asking Padma how comes she is a tech assistant.

	B) FILM CODES & CONVENTIONS: List several codes and conventions used to communicate and/or challenge stereotypes below. Add rows if needed.

	Code/Convention
	Example/Explanation

	Opening musical play
	
It is reminiscent of the Indian style of songs.

	Accent of the online tech assistant
	It shows the lady on phone is of Indian descent based on the way she talks.

	Yoga
	Associated with Indian community. When Stewie learns that they would be going to India with Brian, He notes that his yoga classmates would be jealous owing to the belief that yoga originated from Indians.

	
Turban
	When Brian and Stewie arrives in India, the first man they account is wearing a turban, which is a stereotype that their Sikh faith advocates for them to cover their hair because it is sacred.

	Cow
	There are people worshipping a cow in the streets. Besides, when Brian indicates that he wants a steak, a man scolds him for wanting to eat a cow because according to their culture a cow is sacred.

	C) REFLECTING ON THE EPISODE:

	6. Provide a brief PLOT SUMMARY of the episode:
Brian’s computer freezes as he is writing a story and he decides to call technical support for assistance. He realizes that the tech support is an Indian lady and becomes attracted to her. He begins to tell her lies to impress her and when he decides to start a relationship with her, his friend Stewie tells him that the relationship since the lady is in India.  Regardless, Brian and Stewie travel to India to meet the lady only to find that her family has organized a husband who will marry her and has paid dowry. They fall in love and Padma, the lady, abandons the arranged marriage. Brian promises to payback the dowry only to realize that Padma did not need the dowry back because Padma’s sister got married to the man. Padma informs Brian that she cannot marry him despite loving him because he is not conversant with the Indian culture.

	7. What is the THEME of the episode/film (i.e. message/moral)? Does the film/show engage with any social/political topics related to the marginalized group and their experiences? How is the theme expressed to the audience?
The theme of the film is about the Indian culture. This is depicted by the clothing of the characters in the film, the activities that they undertake, the sacred value associated with animals, as well as their way of organizing marriage by having the lady’s family pay dowry.
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STEP 3: ANALYSIS/OPINION QUESTIONS
Overall, do you think the film/TV show represents the chosen demographic fairly/accurately/positively or stereotypically/negatively? 
	Main argument:
The episode represents the Indian community in a stereotypical manner.

	Supporting point #1 (with example and explanation):
It indicates that Indians can never get married outside their community. In spite of loving Brian, Padma tells him that they cannot get married because Brian is not conversant with the Indian cultures. She tells him this after Brian sacrificing his time and going to India to meet Padma and her family. This is a negative stereotype that limits Indians from getting into relationships with other people with the notion that it would never amount to anything meaningful.

	Supporting point #2 (with example and explanation):
The episodes show that Indian perceive animals like sacred beings. It shows people paying homage to a cow in the street and chickens alighting from a bus. Brian wonders if they paid a ticket to be carried by the bus or were carried for free. He suggests that he wants a steak and some men who overheard him scolds him for wanting to eat a cow, which is sacred according to the Indian culture. It is suggestive that Indians cannot eat meat perceive animals, especially cows as their supreme beings.

	Supporting point #3 (with example and explanation):
Indians can only accept people outside their community if they accept their way of life. Brian and Stewie had to wear Indian attires for them to attend Padma’s engagement party. Padma gets overjoyed by their attires in the party, which they had to buy for the party. However, to Stewie, they look like Halloween costumes. Besides, Brian’s poor knowledge of India and its social life cost him Padma, who indicates that they cannot marry because they have nothing in common. Contrary to this stereotype, people in India have adoptee western fashion with most of the young people ditching their traditional attires. 

	Conclusion:
The stereotypes that are perceived from Indian communities are negative and serve to propagate their marginalization as a minority group, especially in the United Starts. Nowadays they are intermarrying with other communities, they are eating meat while upholding their faith, and they are interacting and appreciating the customs of other communities.




